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Forest Preparedness: There
Things to Know Before You G

Hikers and mushroom foragers planning

to explore public lands in the fall should be Fa” ForeSt Safety

aware of hunting seasons and should enter

the forest prepared to ensure their own safe- 1 I

ty by doing simple things such as wearing 10 Slmple TIpS
bright clothing or making noise. It is also im-

portant that those entering the forest are 1. Educate yourself on hunting seasons and if possible, avoid going
prepared to act if they become lost or injured. out on opening days.

By consulting maps anq weather. reports pri- 2. Before you leave, let a responsible person know where you are go-
or to departure, potential complications can ing, what you plan to do, and when you plan to return.

be mitigated before they become an issue. 3, Adequately prepare for the trip. Prior knowledge of the area,
Pacific Countyds wundevel qathét, aflfefands esdentfal. UndefStlnd your physical limita-
of the regions finest! If you plan to go explor- tions. Bring an emergency pack in case you become lost or injured.
ing, make sure you are prepared. 4. Come equipped with a map of the area. Pay attention to your sur-
roundings, noting landmarks and relating these to your location on
the map. If you are foraging for wild mushrooms, be sure to look up
To learn more about as you walk so that you do not become disoriented.

. ] 5. Wear an article of blaze orange clothing.
WaShmgton State huntmg 6. Avoid wearing brown and white, which could be mistaken for a
seasons, check out: deerds white tail.
7. Keep your dog on a leash, also outfitted with a blaze orange vest
or bandana.
http://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/ 8. Stay on designated trails and avoid bushwacking.

requlations/ 9. Make noise to alert hunters to your presence. If you hear shooting,
. be sure to shout so the hunters know you are in the vicinity.
summary hunting_dates.html 10. If you are foraging for wild mushrooms, do not consume anything
you are not 100% sure about before consulting reference materials
or an expert.

Timberland Regional Library and

PCEMA Coordinate Five Events foD I'Op, COVGF, and H Old

National Preparedness Mont

September was a busy month in the pre-
paredness world! With the help of Timber-
land Regional Library (TRL), PCEMA was
able to give five presentations of Get Pre-
pared Pacific County at all area branches.

PCEMA would like to thank TRL for coor-
dinating the events, volunteer presenters
Frank Wolfe, Mary Atherton, and Natasha
Nesbitt, as well as all those who attended!

The Great
Washington

ut

PCEMA is happy to facilitate Get Pre- You are invited to join thousands of people who will Drop, Cover,
pared Pacific County or gnl§ofddFoctbiel 1%th at 8018 & in She 2012 Great Washington
presentations for community organizations ShakeOut! More than 12.5 million people were registered to participate
interested in hosting an event. in ShakeOut drills worldwide in 2011. Over 410,000 people have regis-

tered in Washington! Participating is a great way for your family or

~ Toschedule an event, contact organization to become better prepared to survive and recover quickly

Kirsten Harvill: kharvill@co.pacific.wa.us or from big earthquakes. To register visit  http://www.shakeout.org/
360-642/875-9409. washington/
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Walking the Route

Today | owal ked the tsunami wal ko&é. |l tds Sept
Mont h) and |1 6ve been planning this walkodandhce
have no excuses! |l 6ve wanted (for years) to

Avenues to the closest high ground on 67th Place, just off Sandridge Road. And | finally did it
today. It was a surprisingly quick trip! | took a stopwatch and cell phone, and was wearing
jeans, a t-shirt and vest, and carried a light backpack with a few emergency supplies.
| determined from the start to take theutbdsb
me behind the Long Beach post office and on to 2nd St NE heading east. | walked past the
All Hazard Alert Broadcast siren at the Long Beach City Park, and on past the county shop
and the Humane Society building, turning south on V Place. | continued south on V Place for
two blocks and again turned east on 66th Place. 66th Place is a dead -end, which ends right at
the Long Beach Saddle Club and Rodeo Grounds. (And yes 0 | did call ahead and request per-
mission to cut through the Saddle Club property! Thank you to the Saddle Club for saying

yes!)
At the west entrance to the Saddle Club property, there is a pedestrian gate, providing access to the grounds. In the in-
terest of shortening my trip | went to the north and east of the rodeo arena, and came out at the entrance along Sandridge
Road. From there | turned north, heading to 67th Place.

Her e | have to confess, I did not turn east on 67th Pl ace
at the county building. (Thanks to Undersheriff Todd Fosse for dropping me off downtown by the way!) All in all, by the
ti me | got to the South Pacific County Administration Facil
front door). The distance, when | measured using the MapSifter tool available on the county website, was slightly shorter
than if | had headed to high ground. Despite that, | believe it was a valid test of the capability. | did a few calculations and
was surprised that | clocked in at 3.5 miles per hour (with

is an adequate tsunami evacuation route on foot for persons located in the downtown Long Beach area. | would also ven-
ture to say that | could shave a few minutes off my time if a wave were on my tail! Here is a small map of my route:

Highlights of the Facebook Feed

www.facebook.com/PCEMA el

Do you "Know Your Location"? Being able to relate your locationto 9  -1-1
tel ecommuni cators was the topic covered on PCEMAG6s Facebook
26 of National Preparedness Month. Do you know that many cell phones
(older models) do not have the capability to transmit your location to emer-
gency responders? And do you know that the degree of confidence in the loca-
tion a cell phone provides is fairly low? It's important to "Know Your Loca-
tion" in the event you have to contact 9 -1-1. Pay attention to those milepost
markers and landmarks while driving on the state highways! If you are in a
building, are in need of assistance, and are speaking witha 9 -1-1 telecommu-
nicator, being able to identify where you are at, in terms of the north, south,

east or west side of your building is key.
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