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Emergency Notification System Test August 5th 

 PCEMA is preparing for a county-wide test of 
the emergency notification system on August 5th 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. The test may take much of 
the day to complete because it is county-wide. After 
the test, PCEMA invites and encourages feedback 
from the public. Comments can be left on the 
voicemail of PCEMA Deputy Director Scott 
McDougall at 360-642/875-9338. 
 The emergency notification system is a phone 
based way for PCEMA to contact Pacific County 
residents in the event of an emergency. Commonly 
referred to as “reverse 911”, this system can deliver 
emergency alert messages via landline phone, cellu-
lar phone, VoIP phone, or email address. Notifica-
tions can be made via voice or text. The system also 
offers residents the option to indicate whether they 
may require additional assistance due to physical 
mobility limitations.  
 The 911 database of landline phones in Pacific 
County is automatically uploaded to the emergency 
notification system and updated quarterly. This up-
load does not include cellular or VoIP phone num-
bers. Residents without a landline need to register 
for the system to be included. Those with a landline 
that prefer to receive emergency alert messages 
through another method (cellular phone, text mes-
sage, or email) also should register.  
 To register your cellular phone, VoIP phone, or 
email address visit: 
 https://secure.hyper-reach.com/comsignupw.jsp?
id=40685 or use the QRL code to the right.  
 For further information or assistance, please con-
tact PCEMA Deputy Director Scott McDougall.
  In an effort to ensure the maximum number of 
people are reached during an emergency, PCEMA 
has been working with Hyper-Reach, the emergen-
cy notification system contractor, to deliver emer-
gency alert messages in both English and Spanish. 
This new feature allows call recipients to press 1 for 
English or 2 for Spanish. PCEMA is now able to 
better reach a segment of the population that was 
previously difficult to notify during emergencies. 
 While no notification system can ever be 100% 
effective, PCEMA utilizes a number of layered sys-
tems to ensure that as many people as possible are 
notified in the event of an emergency. Providing 
accurate information to the Limited English Profi-
ciency (LEP) communities around the state has 
been a goal of emergency managers at every level 
for some time. PCEMA strives to be on the fore-
front of these efforts. 
  

Use the QRL code above to sign up 
for the emergency notification system 
using your smart phone! 

Receive Emergency Alerts via: 
 
 

Landline (automatically registered)  
 
 

Cell Phone (must register online) 
 

Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) 
Phone (must register online) 

 
Email (must register online) 

 
 

Register Online: 
 

https://secure.hyper-reach.com/
comsignupw.jsp?id=40685 



 

 

Burn Ban in Effect! 

 Pacific County is implementing a “Burn Ban” 
effective at 12:00 p.m. Monday, August 1st, 2016. 
 Pacific County Fire Districts and Fire Depart-
ments, in cooperation with the Washington Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR), and the Olym-
pic Clean Air Agency (ORCAA) will be enacting 
restrictions on all outdoor burning. All residential 
burning associated with land clearing will be pro-

hibited until further 
notice. 
 The Burn Ban ap-
plies to all outdoor 
burning except recre-
ational cooking fires 
in approved fire pits 
that are limited to 
three feet in diameter 
and two feet in 
height.  
 Fires for debris 
disposal are not con-
sidered recreational 
and are not allowed 
under any circum-

stances.  
 Please contact your local fire district or the Pa-
cific County Department of Community Develop-
ment for further information.  
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OSU Tsunami Study on 
the Columbia River 

 The Oregon State University School of Engi-
neering recently published a study looking at the 
impact of a locally generated tsunami on the Co-
lumbia River. The study was published in the Jour-
nal of Waterway, Port, Coastal, and Ocean Engi-
neering by associate professor David Hill and Kirk 
Kalmbacher, a graduate student.  
 During the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami 
in Japan, tsunami waves travelled up rivers causing 
damage inland. This 
subduction zone event 
was similar to what 
could occur if the 
Cascadia Subduction 
Zone were to rupture. 
According to OSU, 
the similarity prompt-
ed researchers to pay 
“increased attention 
to the risks facing res-
idents along such riv-
ers.”  
 The OSU study is based on a major Cascadia 
Subduction Zone event. Simulations were done to 
see what the impact of such an event would be at 
different tides and river flows.  
 According to a press release from the OSU web-
site, the study concluded that “tidal stages are far 
more important than river flow in determining the 
impact of a tsunami.”  
 Models showed that wave height could reach 13 
feet just inside the mouth of river, and almost seven 
feet just a few miles east of Astoria.  
 The study also found that by the time the wave 
reached Longview, 50 miles from the river’s mouth, 
it would be almost dissipated. Water level increases 
would be non-existent near Portland or Bonneville 
Dam.  

Pacific County 
is implement-
ing a “Burn 

Ban” effective 
at 12:00 p.m. 
Monday, Au-

gust 1st, 2016. 

Photo above: On June 4th a large dune grass fire broke 
out in Surfside.  
 According to Pacific County Fire District #1, the lead 
response agency, “Warm temperatures, dry fuels, and 
brisk winds all contributed to the fire spread.” 
 The fire was started by a campfire too near the 
dune grass. It rapidly grew to about 15 acres in size. 
Several houses were threatened by the tall flames and 
one home was damaged.  

Photo from Pacific County Fire District #1 via Facebook. 

An image from the study, taken from http://oregonstate.edu/
ua/ncs/archives/2015/feb/study-outlines-impact-tsunami-
columbia-river 

Wave height 
could reach 13 
feet just inside 
the mouth of 

river. 



 

 

PCEMA Works to Connect 
with Spanish Speakers 

  On the evening of Thursday July 21st PCEMA  
hosted “Sobreviviendo a tsunamis en Chile, Japón 
y Long Beach”, an hour long presentation about 
recent tsunami events in Chile and Japan, that also 
discussed how to survive a similar event on the 
Long Beach Peninsula.  
 This presentation was held at St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Church in Seaview. PCEMA worked to specifi-
cally reach out to the Spanish speaking population 
throughout the region for this event. The session 
was presented entirely in Spanish.  
 Marco Cisternas from the Universídad Católica 
de Valparaiso was a presenter. Professor Cisternas 
has been studying Chilean earthquake and tsunami 
hazards for 30 years and also has experience with 
public outreach..  
 Also presenting was Lisa Ely, who is on the fac-
ulty of Central Washington University. Professor 
Ely has field experience with geological evidence 
for extreme riverine floods in India and Oregon, in 
addition to her work with Chilean earthquake and 
tsunami geology. She has recently spoken on tsu-
namis in a lecture tour, sponsored by the Geologi-
cal Society of America, which took her to various 
parts of Latin America and the Caribbean.  
 Finally, Brian Atwater from the United States 
Geological Survey and Affiliate Professor with 
University of Washington Earth and Space Scienc-
es, presented as well. 
 Manuel Lugo from the Washington Emergency 
Management Division and PCEMA staff Scott 
McDougall and Stephanie Fritts were also on hand 
to provide local information.  
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Thank You for Your 
Service Jessica! 

 AmeriCorps service member Jessica Rowlett has 
completed her one year term with PCEMA. During 
her time with the agency she worked on a Disaster 
Preparedness Public Education Outreach project 
that included coordinating a preparedness fair, 
CERT trainings, Map Your Neighborhood, and tsu-
nami informational presentations.  
 Over the course of her term she built and 
strengthened the local volunteer base by developing 
a strong public education outreach program that en-
hanced local disaster preparedness. 
 AmeriCorps engages more than 75,000 Ameri-
cans in intensive service each year at nonprofits, 
schools, public agencies, and community and faith-
based groups across the country. Jessica was the 
fifth AmeriCorps member to serve with PCEMA. 
 PCEMA thanks Jessica for her excellent year of 
service! 

PCEMA’s 2015-2016 AmeriCorps Member Jessica 
Rowlett showing off new flood warning signs. 
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“What a Beautiful Location for Field Day 2016” 

Both photos (left and above) and captions from Dan Crooks via Facebook. 

Photo above: The aftermath of a large wildfire in Surfside on June 4th. Pacific County Fire District #1 lead a coordinated 
response with other local responders including Ilwaco Fire, Long Beach Fire, Chinook Fire, the Pacific County Sheriff’s 
Office, Surfside Water Department, WA State Parks, and WA State Department of Natural Resources.  

Photo Above: Dick Goodell W7UDH trying to beat the tide as he puts up the 
15m & 20m verticals for Field Day 2016. 
Photo Left: Dan Crooks KJ6RGX and James WG7DHO finishing up the Butter-
nut vertical antenna.  

 On June 25th through the 26th, local amateur radio operators gathered at the Port of Peninsula in Nahcotta 
for the 2016 Amateur Radio Field Day. The Pacific County Amateur Radio Club (PCARC) set up temporary 
antennas on the mudflats and assembled stations before the main operating activities, which ran for 24 contin-
uous hours.  
 Amateur Radio Field Day is the single most popular on-the-air event held annually in the US and Canada. 
On the fourth weekend of June each year, more than 35,000 radio amateurs participate in the event. According 
to the American Radio Relay League (ARRL) the goal of the event is “to work as many stations as possible on 
any and all amateur radio bands, and to learn to operate in abnormal situations in less than optimal condi-
tions.”  

Photo and Headline Quote from Dan Crooks via Facebook 

Amateur Radio Field Day at the Port of Peninsula 



 

 

 
Sign Up for the Emergency 

Notification System! 
 
 
Residents can register cellphones 
on the PCEMA website. Use the 
QRL code below to sign up using 
your smart phone! 
  
In the event of an emergency, this 
system may be used by emergency 
response personnel to notify spe-
cific homes and businesses at risk.  

VISIT the PCEMA website at  
www.co.pacific.wa.us/pcema for valuable  
preparedness materials and to learn about  

hazards prone to Pacific County. 

READ the latest emergency management information  
on the PCEMA blog at www.pcema.blogspot.com. 

RECEIVE the latest emergency management  
information, hazardous weather notices, and monthly  

newsletter by signing up for the PCEMA Weather 
Warning list.  Provide your name via email to PCEMA 
staff and include the word “Subscribe” as the subject. 

FOLLOW @PCEOCNews on Twitter  to get updates 
from the Pacific County EOC when it is activated. If 
you are not signed up for Twitter, you can receive the 

same information via text message.  
Just text “follow PCEOCNews” to 40404. 

LIKE the PCEMA Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/pcema to follow frequent  

emergency management and preparedness dialogue. 

P C E M A 
Contacts & Info. 

Pacific County Emergency Management Agency 

The Pacific County Amateur Radio Club meets every second Saturday of the month at Hunter’s Inn, Naselle - 9:00 a.m. 
All Hazards Alert Broadcast (AHAB) Sirens occur the first Monday of every month at noon. 

Emergency                      
Notification 

Office Locations: 
Long Beach: 7013 Sandridge Rd. 
South Bend: 300 Memorial Dr. 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Mail To: 
P.O. Box 27 

South Bend, WA 98586 

AmeriCorps Member 
Currently Vacant 

Deputy Director 
Scott McDougall 

360-642/875-9338 
smcdougall@co.pacific.wa.us 

Chief Deputy, 911 & Emergency 
Management 

Stephanie Fritts 
360-642/875-9340 

sfritts@co.pacific.wa.us 

Website 

www.co.pacific.wa.us./pcema 
Fax 

360-875-9342 

 

To view tsunami                    
inundation maps, visit:  

http://www.co.pacific.wa.us/
pcema/TsunamiEvac.htm 

Natasha Crater Publication 

http://www.co.pacific.wa.us/pcema
http://www.pcema.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/pcema

