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Persistent Drought Leaves Pacific County Tinder Dry
With the heat and subsequent dry
conditions prevalent in Pacific County
this summer, fire danger continues to be
high. Residents and visitors are encouraged to take time to learn about and prepare for wildfires. Fires can and do
break out in forested areas, beach grass,
and even neighborhoods when it is dry.
Visit http://www.ready.gov/wildfires
to learn about what to do before, during,
and after a wildfire!
Wildfires in Pacific County
On July 30th, a wildfire broke out in
remote forestland near Wilson Creek in
East Raymond. By the end of the day,
the fire was completely contained by
DNR and Pacific County Fire District
No. 3 personnel. The fire was approximately one half acre in size and did not
threaten structures or people.
DNR will be monitoring the fire for
the rest of the summer. This type of fire
tends to smolder until the area receives
soaking rainfall that penetrates into the
forest floor.
On August 9th, a grass fire threatened structures near a hayfield on Pioneer Road in Long Beach. The fire,
which began around 1:00 p.m., was contained by 2:20 p.m.
According the Pacific County Fire
District No. 1, which was the lead responding agency, “Approximately 13
District Members responded with eight
apparatus to knock down the fire from
multiple locations, and to provide water
to the engines fighting the fire. An additional 10 Volunteers provided mutual
aid from Long Beach Volunteer Fire
Department.”
This fire consumed over five acres of
mown hay, though all the structures on
the property were saved. No injuries
were reported and the cause of the fire is
currently unknown.
Burn bans in effect statewide!
On June 23rd DNR expanded their
burn ban to areas west of the Cascades
due to increased fire danger caused by
rising temperatures. This burn ban continues to be in effect and applies to all
forest lands under DNR protection.
According to a DNR press release,
“All outdoor burning on DNR-protected
forestlands is prohibited during the ban,
with two exceptions. Recreational fires
in approved fire pits within designated

On July 30th a half-acre wildfire broke out in remote forestland near Wilson Creek in
East Raymond. After three days, the fire was contained by DNR and Pacific County Fire
District No. 3 personnel. No structures or people were threatened by this fire.
Pacific County Fire District No. 3 photo

On August 9th a five acre grass fire threatened structures near Pioneer Road in Long
Beach. Pacific County Fire District No. 1 and Long Beach Volunteer Fire Department
personnel contained the fire in under two hours. No structures were damaged and no injuries were reported. The cause of the fire is under investigation.
Pacific County Fire District No. 1 photo

state, county, municipal or other
campgrounds, and gas or propane
stoves/barbeque grills are allowed.”
Also on July 23rd, the Pacific County
Department of Community Development issued a burn ban which will be
effective until further notice is given.
The burn ban applies to all outdoor
burning except recreational cooking fires
in approved fire pits that are limited to 3
-feet in diameter and 2-feet in height.

Fires for debris disposal are not considered recreational and are not allowed
under any circumstances.
In addition, on June 26th Washington
State Parks enacted burn bans on all
Park property, including some area
beaches. As of July 14th, fires are now
restricted to self-contained camping
stoves (gas and propane). No charcoal or
wood fires are allowed.
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Stay Tuned to Local Radio Stations in an Emergency
PCEMA is often asked which radio stations provide official news and information in the event of a disaster. We have compiled a list of stations that you may tune into depending on your location within our county. During a disaster, tune in to a station
you can normally hear in your area. If you are unable to tune in to that station, try another from your area.

Frequency and Power

Station Name

Strongest Signal In:

1270 AM (10kW) & 103.9 FM (25 kW)

KVAS Sports/Country

Astoria-Chinook

1320 AM (5kW) & 101.7 FM (250W)

KXRO News/Talk

Aberdeen-Hoquiam-Ocean Shores

1370 AM (10kW)

KAST News/Talk

South Pacific County-Astoria

1450 AM (1000W) & 100.5 (250W)

KBKW News/Talk

Aberdeen-Hoquiam-Ocean Shores

91.9 FM (7.5kW)

KMUN Public Radio

Astoria-South Pacific County

1490 AM (1000W) & 101.7 FM (250W) KWOK News/Talk

Aberdeen-Hoquiam-Ocean Shores

93.7 FM (25kW)

KANY Bigfoot Country

Grays Harbor-Raymond-South Bend

95.3 FM (3kW)

KXXK KIX Country

Grays Harbor-Raymond-South Bend

99.7 FM (25kW)

KLMY Adult Contemporary

Astoria-Pacific County

102.1 FM (25kW)

KSWW Classic Hits

Grays Harbor-Raymond-South Bend

101.1 FM (South)

Jodesha

South Bend

102.3 FM (10kW)

KCRX Classic Rock

Astoria-South Pacific County

104.7 FM (50kW)

KDUX Classic Rock

Grays Harbor-Raymond-South Bend

105.7 FM (50kW)

KJET Adult Contemporary

Grays Harbor-Pacific County

Join the PCEMA Weather
Warning List!
The PCEMA Weather Warning List is used to provide
Weather Warnings from the National Weather Service. Residents who have signed up for the list receive hazardous
weather notices, PCEMA press releases, and the Preparedness Post newsletter via email.
The email alerts are typically sent during business hours,
though PCEMA does send Extreme Warnings from the National Weather Service after hours if there is sufficient time
to do so.
To sign up for the Weather Warning List, provide your
name and email to sfritts@co.pacific.wa.us or smcdougall@co.pacific.wa.us and include the word “Subscribe” in
the subject line.

Pacific County Amateur
Radio Club Meeting
The Pacific County Amateur Radio Club meets every second Saturday of the month at Hunter’s Inn Restaurant in Naselle at 9:00 a.m.
Come by to meet the club, learn more about amateur radio, join, or find out about getting an amateur radio operator
license!

Emergency Notification
System Activated for
Naselle Incident
On August 8th, PCEMA utilized the Emergency Notification System to warn people in the Naselle area of an escape
from the Naselle Youth Camp.
Those registered with the system in Naselle received the
following notification: “This is the Pacific County Sheriff’s
Office. We have been notified that a 17 year old male escaped from the Naselle Youth Camp at approximately 5:15
p.m. today. The escapee has blond hair, brown eyes, and is 6
foot 3 inches and weighs 215 pounds. He was last seen wearing a grey t-shirt and blue pants. Anyone seeing this person
should immediately contact the Sheriff’s Office at 360-4847397. Please take appropriate precautions such as locking
doors and vehicles. Another call will be issued once the escapee is located.”
With the assistance of Naselle residents, law enforcement
personnel were able to apprehend the escapee within the day.
This is a great time to remind people all over the county
that if you rely on wireless or VoIP technology you must use
the following link to sign up your phone (or email) to be notified in the event of an emergency: https://secure.hyperreach.com/comsignupw.jsp?id=40685 .
You can also use the QRL code on the back page of this
newsletter to sign up with your smart phone.
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Free CERT Training in
Raymond this October
PCEMA is offering a free Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training course in Raymond. The
training is scheduled as follows:
Monday, October 19th, 2015 - 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 20th, 2015 - 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, October 21st, 2015 - 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, October 22nd, 2015 - 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Friday, October 23rd 2015 – 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 24th – 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

The course will be held at the Riverview Education
Center (600 Washington Avenue, Raymond, WA 98586).
Pre-registration is required and is limited to 24 participants.

The CERT program is an all-risk, all-hazard training.
This valuable course is designed to help you protect yourself, your family, your neighbors, and your neighborhood
in an emergency situation. CERT members receive 20
hours of initial training provided free of charge. The course
is taught with classroom instruction for the first five days
and practical exercises during the sixth day. Participants
under the age of 18 must have parent/guardian permission
to attend.
To register or for more information, contact PCEMA
Deputy Director Scott McDougall at (360) 875-9338 or
email smcdougall@co.pacific.wa.us.

Women HAM Operators
By Caren Black, SEARC member
The Women HAM Operators Net checks in on Sunday evenings at 8:00 p.m. on the SEARC and Beach Net
repeater systems at 145.45 in Clatsop County. This is an
informal Net meant for women HAMs to practice on-air
skills, give announcements, and ask questions in a supportive group. The Net normally runs less than 10 minutes and
provides a quick and regular on-air practice time. All women HAMs are invited and encouraged to check in.

Cascadia Subduction Zone
gets National Attention
from New Yorker Article
On July 20th, New Yorker magazine published an article by
Kathryn Schultz entitled The Really Big One, with the subtitle
“An earthquake will destroy a sizeable portion of the coastal
northwest. The question is when.” The article is about the Cascadia Subduction Zone, which lies 50 miles off the coast of Pacific County.
The Really Big One has brought unprecedented attention to
earthquake and tsunami hazards in the Pacific Northwest.
Though the scientific and emergency management communities
have worked tirelessly to educate the public on local earthquake
and tsunami hazards, for some people this article has been their
first in-depth exposure to issues surrounding the Cascadia Subduction Zone.
Many people have found the information contained in The
Really Big One to be overwhelming, and others have concluded
after reading that survival will be impossible if a Cascadia event
occurs. It is important to keep in mind that though the article is
quite extensive, it is not a definitive guide to the Cascadia Subduction Zone. Schultz relies heavily on a small number of
sources, most notably Chris Goldfinger from Oregon State
University. In the last decade, a wealth of information has been
produced from sources across the globe about Cascadia. By
considering a larger selection of sources, concerned coastal residents can possess a fuller understanding of the range of possible Cascadia Subduction Zone events and outcomes.
In addition, Schultz does not spend much time discussing
personal preparedness in her article. Past events have demonstrated that even a catastrophic earthquake or tsunami may be
survivable, particularly for those who are prepared to survive.
If you haven’t read The Really Big One, you can find it
here:
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/07/20/thereally-big-one
To read the Washington State Emergency Management Division’s take on The Really Big One, visit: http://mil.wa.gov/
blog/news/post/preparedness-training-key-in-riding-out-the-bigone

Connect with PCEMA on
Facebook!

The PCEMA Facebook page contains emergency management and preparedness dialog, weather warnings from the National Weather Service, photos, and updates during emergencies (as time allows). Like our page to stay up to speed!

www.facebook.com/pcema

Sunday Evenings @ 8:00 p.m.
145.45 on the SEARC & Beach Net Systems
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Amateur Radio Field Day
2015 Recap
On June 26th through the 28th local amateur radio operators gathered
at the Port of Peninsula in Nahcotta for the 2015 Amateur Radio Field
Day. The Pacific County Amateur Radio Club (PCARC) set up temporary antennas on the mudflats and assembled stations before the main
operating activities, which ran for 24 continuous hours.
The stations included a "Get On The Air" (GOTA) Station, a Voice
Station, a VHF station, and a Morse Code Station. Participants had the
opportunity to make contact with other Amateur Radio operators enjoying field day from across the world.
Amateur Radio Field Day is the single most popular on-the-air event
held annually in the US and Canada. On the fourth weekend of June each
year, more than 35,000 radio amateurs participate in the event.
According to the
American Radio Relay
League (ARRL) the goal
of the event is “to work
as many stations as possible on any and all amateur radio bands, and to
learn to operate in abnormal situations in less
than optimal conditions.”
Rankings for the event
are released in November. The Pacific County
Amateur Radio Club has
traditionally done very
well at this event, ranking among the larger
clubs from metropolitan
areas.
Field Day participants try their hand at amateur radio in the GOTA (Get On The
Air) Station. The public is welcomed and encouraged to attend this event to get
a better idea about amateur radio. Join the Pacific County Amateur Radio Club
for the next Field Day in June of 2016!

Shoalwater Bay
Tribe Practices
Tsunami Awareness
PCEMA had the distinct privilege of participating in the annual Yellow Brick Road Event
coordinated and hosted by the Shoalwater Bay
Tribe in Tokeland on July 21st.
During the event, residents and anyone else
who wished to join them practiced walking the
Tsunami Evacuation Route out of the inundation
area to high ground.
The free event offered information on tsunami
preparedness and health and wellness, with many
informational booths set up around the event area.
Prizes and awards were also given out during the
event.

Pictured above are Lee Shipman (left), Shoalwater
Bay Tribe Emergency Management Director and
Dave Nelson (right) from the Washington State Emergency Management Division (WA EMD).

57 NOAA Weather Radios
Given out in Pacific County
On July 15th, the Pacific County Emergency Management Agency
coordinated three NOAA Weather Radio Program events for Pacific
County Residents in Ilwaco, Ocean Park and South Bend. 63 people attended the events and 57 radios were given out.
The NOAA Weather Radio Program is designed to educate the public
on the warnings and alerts that may be issued from the National Weather
Service. NOAA weather radios provide warning for multiple natural and
man-made hazards but are especially important to obtain a tsunami
warning while indoors.
Program participants received important information about tsunamis,
evacuation routes, and how to make a home preparedness kit. At each
session NOAA weather radios were given to all households in attendance.
The NOAA Weather Radio Program is facilitated by the Washington
State Emergency Management Division (WA EMD) in coordination
with local emergency management agencies.

PCEMA Deputy Director Scott McDougall assists residents in Ilwaco with programming their new NOAA
Weather Radios.
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PCEMA

Pacific County Emergency Management Agency

Contacts & Info.

The Pacific County Amateur Radio Club meets every second Saturday of the month at Hunter’s Inn, Naselle - 9:00 a.m.
All Hazards Alert Broadcast (AHAB) Sirens occur the first Monday of every month at noon.

Chief Deputy, 911 & Emergency
Management
Stephanie Fritts
360-642/875-9340
sfritts@co.pacific.wa.us

Deputy Director
Scott McDougall
360-642/875-9338
smcdougall@co.pacific.wa.us
AmeriCorps Member
Vacant

LIKE the PCEMA Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/pcema to follow fr equent
emergency management and preparedness dialogue.

Emergency Notification
Sign Up for the Emergency
Notification System!

FOLLOW @PCEOCNews on Twitter to get updates from the Pacific County EOC when it is activated. If you are not signed up for Twitter, you can receive the same information via text message.
Just text “follow PCEOCNews” to 40404.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Residents can register cellphones
on the PCEMA website. Use the
QRL code below to sign up using
your smart phone!
In the event of an emergency, this
system may be used by emergency
response personnel to notify specific homes and businesses at risk.

Website

www.co.pacific.wa.us./pcema
Fax
360-875-9342

Mail To:
P.O. Box 27
South Bend, WA 98586

Office Locations:
Long Beach: 7013 Sandridge Rd.
South Bend: 300 Memorial Dr.

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

RECEIVE the latest emer gency management
information, hazardous weather notices, and monthly
newsletter by signing up for the PCEMA Weather
Warning list.
Provide your name via email to PCEMA staff
and include the word “Subscribe” in the subject line.

READ the latest emer gency management infor mation on the PCEMA blog at
www.pcema.blogspot.com.

To view tsunami
inundation maps, visit:

http://www.co.pacific.wa.us/
pcema/TsunamiEvac.htm
VISIT the PCEMA website at
www.co.pacific.wa.us/pcema for valuable
preparedness materials and to learn about
hazards prone to Pacific County.

