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Photo above: On June 4th, a large fire wildfire broke out in Surfside. It burned approximately 15 acres of
dune grass and damaged one home.

Fires Happen Fast, So Practice Fire Safety
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Photo above: The aftermath of a large wildfire in Surfside on June 4th. Pacific County Fire District #1 lead a coordinated
response with other local responders including Ilwaco Fire, Long Beach Fire, Chinook Fire, the Pacific County Sheriff’s
Office, Surfside Water Department, WA State Parks, and WA State Department of Natural Resources.

Drought conditions over the past several years have
resulted in several wildfires throughout Pacific County.
Every year these blazes are kindled in the forest and in
beach dune grass.
It is imperative that residents take extra precautions
while burning in dry, hot, or windy conditions. Careless
use of fire near dry vegetation can easily lead to a wildfire that threatens nearby people and structures.

fire. Below are some tips from FEMA for preparing your
home to withstand a wildfire.





Surfside Wildfire
On June 4th a large dune grass fire broke out in Surfside. The temperature that day was in the 80s, leaving
vegetation particularly dry. According to Pacific County
Fire District #1, the lead response agency, “Warm temperatures, dry fuels, and brisk winds all contributed to
the fire spread.”
The fire was started by a campfire too near the dune
grass. It rapidly grew to about 15 acres in size. Several
houses were threatened by the tall flames. Luckily, responders were able to put the fire out before any structures were destroyed, although Fire District #1 reports
that, “at least one [house] has damage from the fire.”




Regularly clean the roof and gutters.
Maintain an area approximately 30’ away from your
home that is free of anything that will burn, such as
wood piles, dried leaves, newspapers and other
brush.
Connect garden hoses long enough to reach any area
of the home and fill garbage cans, tubs, or other
large containers with water.
Review your homeowner's insurance policy and also
prepare/update a list of your home's contents.
Keep your lawn hydrated and maintained. If it is
brown, cut it down to reduce fire intensity. Dry grass
and shrubs are fuel for wildfire.

Wildfire Preparedness
With the hot and dry summer months now upon us,
Pacific County residents should take time to learn about
and prepare for wildfires. Fires can and do break out in
forested areas, beach grass, and even neighborhoods
when it is dry. Visit http://www.ready.gov/wildfires to
learn about what to do before, during, and after a wild-
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Fire crews extinguish the last of the dune grass
fire in Surfside on June 4th.
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PCEMA Participates in
Cascadia Rising

Amateur Radio Field
Day June 25th & 26th

The Pacific County Emergency Operations Center
(EOC) in South Bend was activated on June 8th and 9th
for the regional Cascadia Rising Functional Exercise.
Individuals from nearly every branch of Pacific County
government staffed the EOC.
According to FEMA, “A 9.0 magnitude earthquake
along the Cascadia Subduction Zone (CSZ) and the resulting tsunami is the most complex disaster scenario
that emergency management and public safety officials
in the Pacific Northwest could face. Cascadia Rising is
an exercise to address that disaster.”
During the exercise, PCEMA’s EOC practiced coordinating with response partners from all over Pacific
County, as well as the National Guard, the Washington
State Emergency Management Division, various military, and the United States Coast Guard.
Communication was supported by Pacific County
Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Services (RACES)
volunteers. These operators help to establish communications when all traditional methods of communication
have failed. Not only is this group capable of establishing communication with civil authorities around the
state, they have also been developing an ability to communicate directly with the military. During the exercise.
the RACES group proved to be an invaluable part of the
PCEMA team.
Participating in Cascadia Rising allowed PCEMA the
opportunity to evaluate what it will take to coordinate a
local response to a Cascadia Subduction Zone event. “It
went very well,” said PCEMA Deputy Director Scott
McDougall. “This was an outstanding opportunity to
identify areas of strength as well as to identify opportunities for improvement,” he added.

Amateur Radio Field Day will be Saturday June 25th
and Sunday June 26th at the Port of Peninsula (275th
Street, off Sandridge Road in Nahcotta).
The main operating activity will begin 11:00 AM on
Saturday, and will run for 24 continuous hours. This
event is open to anyone interested in Amateur Radio.
The best time for visiting is Saturday afternoon. Visitors
are welcome, particularly anyone with an interest in radio.
According to Amateur Radio volunteer Frank Wolfe,
“We are planning a radiotelephone ("voice") station in
the Bay Interpretive Center at the southern end of the
Port, and a Morse code/digital ("CW") station at the
north end of the parking lot, or just the other side of the
fence in Morehead Park, near the water.”
Amateur Radio Field Day is the single most popular
on-the-air event held annually in the US and Canada. On
the fourth weekend of June each year, more than 35,000
amateur radio operators participate in the event. According to the American Radio Relay League (ARRL), the
goal of the event “is to work as many stations as possible on any and all amateur radio bands, and to learn to
operate in abnormal situations in less than optimal conditions.”
In addition to being a major amateur radio contest,
Field Day is superb training for the County's Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Services (RACES) personnel.
The equipment and operating skills required to do well
during Field Day are exactly the same as a real emergency situation.

Pacific County employees and elected officials staffed
the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in South
Bend on June 8th and 9th for the Cascadia Rising
Functional Exercise.

Join PCEMA as an
AmeriCorps Member!
PCEMA is seeking a motivated individual to serve as
an AmeriCorps Service Member for the 2016-2017 program year (beginning in September). This position will
function as the Public Education Coordinator for the
Disaster Preparedness Public Education Outreach project. The AmeriCorps Member will focus on developing
and implementing disaster preparedness programs
throughout Pacific County.
This is an outstanding opportunity for an individual
who is interested in disaster awareness and preparedness. Please pass this information along to anyone you
think may be interested.
For more information or to apply, visit https://
my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?
id=50690&fromSearch=true
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Where Should PCEMA Place New AHAB Sirens?
Let us know what you think!
PCEMA is seeking the public’s input on where new All Hazard Alert Broadcast (AHAB) sirens should be placed.
There are currently 18 AHAB sirens in Pacific County, and an additional two are on the Shoalwater Bay Indian Reservation.
These sirens provide an
excellent OUTDOOR warning in case of a distant
source tsunami or other impending disaster.
Unfortunately, there are
holes in this system, which
are visible on the map (left).
On the map you will notice
purple circles representing
areas where PCEMA would
like to put sirens over the
next few years. You will
also see a gap just north of
Cranberry Road on the Long
Beach Peninsula where a
siren could be located.
Any possible sites must
have an unobstructed view
of the horizon to the southwest and be near an electrical transformer.
If you would be interested in placing a siren on your
property, PCEMA would
like to hear from you. For
more information please
contact PCEMA (phone and
email information are on the
back page of this newsletter.)
Keep in mind when considering AHAB siren coverage, that AHAB sirens are
simply one layer (an outdoor warning) in a tiered
warning system that utilizes
the Emergency Alert System, Wireless Emergency
Alerts, the Pacific County
Emergency Alert System
and NOAA Emergency
Alert
Radios. PCEMA
works to ensure that emergency notification is received by several means,
recognizing that no system
will ever be 100% effective.
Nothing can replace personal responsibility and situational awareness.
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The AmeriCorner
By Jessica Rowlett, PCEMA A meriCorps Member
We recently held a CERT training where we invited
previously trained CERT members to come back and
participate in the simulation. This gave the new people
going through the class a chance to work with people
who had been through the training before. The more
experienced CERTs had an opportunity to refresh their
skills while helping to enhance the training for the firsttimers. There were five new people trained, and five
members came back to help with the simulation. It was
nice to see the members come together and help each
other out.
The CERT training was my final AmeriCorps project. For the last few weeks of my term I will be doing
some planning for PCEMA’s Preparedness Fair in October. One of my last AmeriCorps duties is to set a date
and location. So far we know that it will be held in
North County in October.
My last day is July 15th and it’s approaching fast!
PCEMA is looking for a new AmeriCorps Member for
the 2016-2017 service term. Check out Page 3 of this
newsletter for more information.

Beach Safety: Ocean
Swimming is Unsafe
On May 22nd, 12 year old Daniela Garcia Camacho
drowned in the ocean near Klipsan Beach. This tragic
event is an unfortunate reminder of how dangerous the
ocean can be.
Watch children closely while
playing at the beach! Swimming
in the ocean is not safe, despite
how inviting the cool water may
seem on a hot summer day.
Rip currents that run perpendicular to the beach and longitudinal currents that run diagonally
are strong and can overtake even
the most experienced swimmers.
Submerged channels and crab
holes are deep and cannot be seen
above the water.
Even small waves have the force to knock a person
off their feet. Once a person loses their footing, they are
at the mercy of the currents.
Small children and pets are especially susceptible to
strong “sneaker waves” that appear without warning. In
addition, cool water temperatures mean that hypothermia can set in rapidly.

Connect with PCEMA
on Social Media!
Social media platforms like Facebook and Twitter
have become a useful tool for emergency managers.
They allow agencies like PCEMA to connect on a moment to moment basis with the communities that they
serve.

Like PCEMA on Facebook
www.facebook.com/pcema
PCEMA uses Facebook to actively engage the public.
Interesting posts about preparedness and disaster related
events are shared to in order to inform people and keep
them connected with PCEMA. Facebook can also be
useful for posting information during or immediately following an
emergency as time allows.
The PCEMA Facebook page contains
emergency management
and preparedness dialog, information on upcoming
events, Weather Warnings from the National Weather
Service, photos, and updates during emergencies (as
time allows). “Like” the PCEMA Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/pcema to stay informed.

Follow @PCEOCNews on Twitter
or text “follow @PCEOCNews” to 40404
Twitter is used exclusively to provide real-time updates while the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) is
activated. A test “tweet”
is also sent out monthly.
Follow @PCEOCNews
on Twitter to get updates from the Pacific
County EOC. If you are
not signed up for Twitter, you can receive the same information via text message on your cell phone. Just text “follow
@PCEOCNews” to 40404.

Welcome New
CERTs!
Newly trained
CERT members
pictured to the
right include Wesley Matter, Kelsey
Hopstad, Mark
Struve and Patricia
Verdun.
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PCEMA

Pacific County Emergency Management Agency

Contacts & Info.

The Pacific County Amateur Radio Club meets every second Saturday of the month at Hunter’s Inn, Naselle - 9:00 a.m.
All Hazards Alert Broadcast (AHAB) Sirens occur the first Monday of every month at noon.

Chief Deputy, 911 & Emergency
Management
Stephanie Fritts
360-642/875-9340
sfritts@co.pacific.wa.us

Deputy Director
Scott McDougall
360-642/875-9338
smcdougall@co.pacific.wa.us
AmeriCorps Member
Jessica Rowlett

LIKE the PCEMA Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/pcema to follow fr equent
emergency management and preparedness dialogue.

Sign Up for the Emergency
Notification System!
FOLLOW @PCEOCNews on Twitter to get updates
from the Pacific County EOC when it is activated. If
you are not signed up for Twitter, you can receive the
same information via text message.
Just text “follow PCEOCNews” to 40404.

360-642/875-9300 x2548
jrowlett@co.pacific.wa.us

Website

www.co.pacific.wa.us./pcema
Fax
360-875-9342

Emergency
Notification

Residents can register cellphones
on the PCEMA website. Use the
QRL code below to sign up using
your smart phone!
In the event of an emergency, this
system may be used by emergency
response personnel to notify specific homes and businesses at risk.

RECEIVE the latest emergency management
information, hazardous weather notices, and monthly
newsletter by signing up for the PCEMA Weather
Warning list. Provide your name via email to PCEMA
staff and include the word “Subscribe” as the subject.

Mail To:
P.O. Box 27
South Bend, WA 98586

Office Locations:
Long Beach: 7013 Sandridge Rd.
South Bend: 300 Memorial Dr.

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Natasha Crater Publication

READ the latest emergency management information
on the PCEMA blog at www.pcema.blogspot.com.

To view tsunami
inundation maps, visit:

http://www.co.pacific.wa.us/
pcema/TsunamiEvac.htm
VISIT the PCEMA website at
www.co.pacific.wa.us/pcema for valuable
preparedness materials and to learn about
hazards prone to Pacific County.

