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Three Boats Wash Ashore on Peninsula
New Debris Potentially from Japan is a Reminder of
Tsunami’s Power and Long-Term Effects.
Report Tsunami Debris to DisasterDebris@noaa.gov

Potential Tsunami Debris
Arriving After 3 Years
Three small fishing boats washed ashore on the Long
Beach Peninsula in late May. They were covered with pelagic gooseneck barnacles, which has led to speculation that the
boats may be tsunami debris from Japan. The boats were taken to the Washington State
Parks
maintenance facility
in Ilwaco where they
will be inspected for
serial numbers or
other
identifying
marks. Ideally, the
boats will be traced
back to an owner.
Jeff Nesbitt Photo
Since the Tohoku
Earthquake and TsuA skiff is removed near Long Beach.
nami which struck
off the coast of Japan
in 2011, derelict vessels and other debris have already traveled across the Pacific to US shores
(visit http://
marinedebris.wa.gov/confirmed.html to learn about confirmed tsunami debris).

15 New CERTs Trained!
Another batch of Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) volunteers has graduated after attending PCEMA’s
spring 2014 CERT training in Long Beach. That means there
are fifteen more community members ready and able to assist
family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors in the event of a
large-scale emergency!
Special thanks to the Lighthouse Oceanfront Resort for
hosting the training. Instruction was conducted with the assistance of Pacific County Fire District #1 personnel and volunteers such as Doug Knutzen, Connie Gore-Biggs, Mary Atherton, and David Allsup. Those who volunteered to play victims
for the disaster simulation included: Mike Larson, Julia Larson, Jennifer Larson, Bob West, Diane West, Ann Thoreson,
Doug Levitt, Sigrine Vally, and Simone Tyler. Lani Karvia
and Natasha Nesbitt assisted with moulage makeup application to make the volunteer victims appear injured.

This map forecasts the travel speed and direction of Japanese
tsunami debris. The yellow lines (indicating three years post
-incident) show debris arriving on US shores.

Shortly after the 2011 disaster, NOAA released a map
detailing the potential
speed and direction that
tsunami debris would
travel. According to these
projections, it is likely
that tsunami debris is
arriving and could continue to do so.
Anyone who spots
potential tsunami debris
should report it to DisasterDebris@noaa.gov, and
include photos when posJeff Nesbitt Photo
sible.
Beach visitors check out the boat.

The Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) Program teaches disaster preparedness for localized hazards and trains participants in basic disaster response skills, such as
fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical operations. CERT members can
assist others following a disaster when professional responders are
not immediately available to help.
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PCEMA Seeking AmeriCorps Member
PCEMA is seeking qualified candidates to become an AmeriCorps service member to support the Disaster
Preparedness Public Education Outreach project. The member will build
and strengthen the local volunteer base
by developing a strong public education outreach program to enhance disaster preparedness and response needs
in Pacific County communities.
Applications will be accepted until July 15, 2014. To apply,
please visit https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?
id=50690&fromSearch=true.
AmeriCorps program benefits include a living stipend, health
insurance, childcare assistance if eligible, training, and an education
award upon successful completion of service term. The service term
begins September 1, 2013 and ends July 15, 2014.

Eligibility:

Desired qualifications:



Be a US citizen or lawful permanent resident



Be 18-25 years of age at the start date of the service term



High school diploma or GED



Pass required criminal background checks



Not be listed on the National Sex Offender Public Registry

Compensation:


Living stipend of $1,155 per month (before taxes)



Training and experience



Subsidized childcare (if qualified)



Working knowledge of Microsoft Office products including
Outlook, Word, Excel, Publisher, and PowerPoint.



Health Insurance (member only and if no other health insurance
coverage)



Working knowledge of office equipment.



Student loan forbearance (on qualifying loans)



Ability to communicate effectively and independently in written
and oral form with a variety of community groups, agencies,
and officials.



$5,550 Education Award provided by National Service Trust
(upon successful completion of service term commitment and
1700 hours of service)



Lift up to 40 lbs.



Experience in emergency management, community involvement, and/or education preferred but not required.

Visit http://www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps for more
information about AmeriCorps. If you have questions about the
AmeriCorps service member position or project, contact Scott
McDougall at smcdougall@co.pacific.wa.us or call (360) 875-9338.

Congratulations to Howard and Katie Auble
Recipients of 2014 Governor’s Service Award
Following their nomination by the Pacific County Sheriff’s Office, Howard and Katie Auble of Raymond were recently selected as recipients of the 2014 Governor’s Volunteer Service Award for in recognition of their work as amateur radio operators with PCEMA, and Pacific
County Citizens Corps Program. The Aubles attended an award ceremony hosted by Governor Inslee and his wife at the Governor’s Mansion
in Olympia on April 21, 2014.
The award given the Aubles read as follows: “Howard and Katie Auble work as a
team, supporting the Pacific County Emergency Management Agency in emergency
communications. They are dedicated and willing volunteers, taking on extra projects
such as doing home visits to assist Pacific County citizens with programming NOAA
Weather Radios. They visit the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) on a weekly basis
to check on the amateur radio equipment and help in the testing process when new
equipment is installed at the Emergency Operations Center and other locations throughout the county. They have also been very helpful in the installation of amateur radio
equipment at the Pacific County fire stations. Howard and Katie have taken a number
of National Incident Management System courses and are well qualified volunteers. The Pacific County Emergency Management Agency depends heavily on volunteers and their willing and can-do attitude. Howard and Katie are a core piece of the
communications and public education program.”
Pacific County deeply appreciates the service of their volunteers and is proud to see
Katie and Howard Auble (center) receive the 2014
Howard and Katie Auble recognized for their dedication and effort.
Governor’s Service Award in Olympia
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Past Field Day Events: Ed Archer and Frank Wolfe (Left), Bob Cline (Center), Volunteers set up antennas at the Port of Peninsula (Right)

2014 Amateur Radio Field Day June 28th & 29th
Amateur Radio Field Day will be Saturday June 28th and
Sunday June 29th at the Port of Peninsula in Nahcotta. The
main operating activity will begin 11:00 AM on Saturday, and
will run for 24 continuous hours. This event is open to anyone
interested in Amateur Radio.
The Pacific County Amateur Radio Club (PCARC) will
begin setting up antennas and stations at 5 p.m. on Thursday,
the 26th.
Field Day participants can operate within at least a dozen
categories. Participants will have the opportunity to make contact with other Amateur Radio operators enjoying field day
across the world!
A "Get On The Air" (GOTA) station will be set up for
newly licensed and even unlicensed folks to try their hand at
operating a radio. There will be 'coaches' on hand to make the
process fun and entertaining.
There will be a voice station at the Interpretive Center, adjacent to the former Ark Restaurant, and a Morse Code station
on the bay front at Morehead Park, just north of the Port of
Peninsula. All stations open to the public will be set up on the
edge of the parking lot adjacent to the docks at the Port. All of
the stations are required to be within a 1,000 ft. circle.
FCC License exams will be offered on Saturday afternoon
for anyone wishing to earn a new license or to upgrade their
present one. Details are available on the PCARC website
(http://qsl.net/w7rdr/training_classes.htm) under the “License
Exam Guidelines” section.
Amateur Radio Field Day is the single most popular on-the
-air event held annually in the US and Canada. On the fourth
weekend of June each year, more than 35,000 radio amateurs
participate in the event. According to the American Radio Relay League (ARRL) the goal of the event “is to work as many

EVENT LOCATION:
Port of Peninsula: 275th Street, off Sandridge Road in Nahcotta

stations as possible on any and all amateur radio bands, and to
learn to operate in abnormal situations in less than optimal
conditions.” Last year PCARC ranked 7th in their category,
which was a huge accomplishment, especially considering
much of the competition comes from larger cities!
According to PCEMA Amateur Radio volunteer Dick
Lemke, “In addition to being a major amateur radio contest,
Field Day is superb training for the County's Radio Amateur
Civil Emergency Services personnel. The equipment and operating skills required to do well during Field Day are exactly
the same as if we were in a real emergency situation.”

PCEMA Volunteer Luncheon June 12th
PCEMA is extraordinarily grateful for the incredible volun- We look forward to seeing all the PCEMA volunteers and
teers who work so hard to support the agency and will be host- thanking them for all for the great work that they do!
ing a volunteer appreciation lunch on June 12th from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Willapa Harbor Community Center. In
Thursday June 12th, 2014
order to get an accurate count for lunch, we ask that all PCE11:30 am - 1:30 pm
MA volunteers RSVP no later than the close of business on
Willapa Harbor Community Center
June 10th to Scott McDougall (smcdougall@co.pacific.wa.us.)
916 First Street, South Bend
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Department of Natural Resources
Sends Local Employee to Oso
In late March, Department of Natu- though “the really soft slurry material
ral Resources Crew Supervisor and was avoided if possible.”
Pacific County resident Todd BrownOther operational challenges inlee was directed to respond to the Oso cluded heavy debris which, “hindered
Mudslide rescue efforts. Brownlee was movement as it would occasionally
chosen to respond because he operates need to be cleared. Heavy debris para specialized piece of amphibious ticularly building material, rocks and
equipment call the Marsh Master, sticks were hard on the drive sprockets
which was essential for mobility of the machines.”
through the difficult terrain. He spent
Brownlee only had “a couple” days
three weeks assisting with transporta- to prepare for deployment. This was
tion of workers and equipment at the the first time he has been called to resite.
spond to an incident. He is not a
Marsh Master operators from the trained disaster responder, but was
Washington State Department of Agri- instead chosen for his ability as an
culture and Washington State Depart- equipment operator. Mutual Aid
ment of Fish and Wildlife were also agreements exist between federal,
called to respond. While in Oso, state, and county agencies to ensure
Brownlee worked as part of a multi- that specialized resources such Marsh
agency response team. In his three Masters and their operators can be
weeks he observed transitions from made available in the event of large
local to federal Incident Commanders.
scale incidents like Oso.
“Movement was coordinated through Incident Command. The Marsh Master
group had a lead assigned
who coordinated and who
went in and out and followed
priority assignments from
Incident Command.”
According to Brownlee,
“movement in the Marsh
Masters was slow and methodical.” Operators traveled
in groups of two to ensure
immediate assistance would
Marsh Masters are able to move across water and
land. Because they are amphibious, these machines
be available if one machine
are useful in muddy and semi-aquatic terrain.
became stuck in the mud,

South Bend
Students Provide
Tsunami Seminar
On May 13th Alyssa Caudill’s South
Bend Junior High School Leadership class
presented an Earthquake and Tsunami Preparedness Seminar open to the public at
Koplitz Fieldhouse in South Bend. This
seminar was the culmination of a yearlong learning experience that included
Caudill’s 7th and 8th grade science classes
as well as her junior high leadership class.
Over the summer Caudill and Wildlife
Biologist Key McMurry attended the first
in the series of classes put on by the Cascadia EarthScope Earthquake and Tsunami
Education Program, a program designed
for coastal educators and emergency management personnel. Caudill and McMurry
have spent the entire school year educating
the students about the Cascadia Subduction Zone and the earthquake and tsunami
issues associated with it.
Through the efforts of Caudill and
McMurry, the South Bend students have
had the opportunity to learn about earthquakes and tsunamis from nationally recognized experts Dr. Brian Atwater, Dr. Jim
Phipps, and Dr. Robert De Groot. To
showcase what they have learned, the leadership class partnered with the Washington
State Emergency Management Division
and PCEMA to provide the community at
large a student led educational opportunity
about being prepared to survive an earthquake or tsunami event.

Prepare for Wildfire Risk
With the hot summer
months just around the
corner, Pacific County
residents should take time
to learn about and prepare
for wildfires. Fires can
and do break out in forested areas, beach grass, and even neighborhoods when it
is dry.
Visit http://www.ready.gov/wildfires to learn about what to do before, during,
and after a wildfire!

PCEMA volunteer Mary Atherton shares information about the CERT Program during the
Student led Earthquake and Tsunami Preparedness Seminar.
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PCEMA Volunteer Spotlight: Taileen Wilson
Taileen Wilson has been an amateur radio operator and Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Services (RACES) volunteer for
PCEMA since 2009. Operating a general’s license under the
call sign W7TAI, Taileen helps to maintain radio equipment at
the Bay Center Fire Department where she also serves as an
EMT. She decided to become a RACES volunteer after experiencing severe weather events in 2007 and 2008 where communications were hindered by downed trees and other storm damage. She had always been interested in amateur radio and was
studying to become an EMT at the time, so it just felt right. “It
all connects, EMT, fire, 911...you miss out if you are only involved in one. HAM overshines it all.”
Taileen holds a degree in Sociology and works for the Naselle Youth Camp. In her spare time she is also an active member of the North Pacific County Emergency Medical Services
advisory board and has worked on local 911 issues. As an amateur radio volunteer, she has participated in beach clean-ups,
radio equipment installation, repeater upkeep, and is one of the
control operators for the Beachnet system which includes 15
local repeaters. She’s “done a little bit of a lot” when it comes
to amateur radio.
Taileen enjoys being a part of the amateur radio community. “The nice thing about the HAM community is that they
help. It’s really rewarding. Yeah it’s boring 99.9% of the time,
but when it’s exciting, it’s exciting.”

PCEMA RACES volunteer and EMT Taileen Wilson stands beside emergency operations radio equipment at the Bay Center
Fire Department.

Volunteers Needed for Pacific
County Medical Reserve Corps!

Vulnerable Populations Workshop

The Medical Reserve Corps is a group of local volunteers who respond to
public health issues in times of disaster or emergency. The Corps is a local
division of a national network of local groups of volunteers committed to improving the health, safety, and resiliency of their communities.
Need for the MRC became apparent after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, when
thousands of medical and public health professionals, eager to volunteer in
support of emergency relief activities found there was no organized approached to channel their efforts. Local responders were already overwhelmed, and could not manage these spontaneous volunteers; so many highly skilled people were turned away. As a result, the MRC was established to
provide a way to recruit, train, and activate volunteers interested in helping
their communities in time of need.
While a medical or health background is helpful, it is not necessary. Anyone
who is interested is encouraged to join- retired professionals, chaplains, law
enforcement, people with good computer or organizational skills. The specific
role that you will play, and the activities in which you will participate will depend upon your background, interests and skills, as well as the needs of the
MRC unit and the community.
An orientation is planned for June of this year. Interested volunteers should
contact Cory McKeown, the MRC Coordinator, at cmckeown@co.pacific.wa.us ; by phone at the Pacific County Health Department
Long Beach number 360-642-9349 or toll-free from the Raymond/South Bend
area 360-875-9349.

On May 21st, representatives from public
health agencies and businesses who serve
vulnerable populations met in Long Beach to
discuss evacuation and sheltering challenges.
An identical meeting will be held in South
Bend in the coming months. Those who work
with elderly, disabled, or special needs individuals are encouraged to attend. For more
information about the workshop, contact
Sharon Block: sblock@co.pacific.wa.us.
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PCEMA

Pacific County Emergency Management Agency

Contacts & Info.
The Pacific County Amateur Radio Club meets every second Saturday of the month at Hunter’s Inn, Naselle - 9:00 a.m.
All Hazards Alert Broadcast (AHAB) Sirens occur the first Monday of every month at noon.

Director
Stephanie Fritts
360-642/875-9340
sfritts@co.pacific.wa.us

Deputy Director
Scott McDougall
360-642/875-9338
smcdougall@co.pacific.wa.us
Fax
360-875-9342

Mail To:
P.O. Box 101
South Bend, WA 98586

Office Locations:
Long Beach: 7013 Sandridge Rd.
South Bend: 300 Memorial Dr.
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

LIKE the PCEMA Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/pcema to follow frequent
emergency management and preparedness dialogue.

Upcoming Events
Amateur Radio Field Day
June 28th & 29th
Port of Peninsula
Nahcotta

FOLLOW @PCEOCNews on Twitter to get updates
from the Pacific County EOC when it is activated. If
you are not signed up for Twitter, you can receive the
same information via text message.
Just text “follow PCEOCNews” to 40404.

Volunteer Luncheon
June 12th
Willapa Harbor
Community Center

Emergency Notification
System
RECEIVE the latest emergency management
information, hazardous weather notices, and monthly
newsletter by signing up for the PCEMA email list.
Provide your name via email to PCEMA staff
and include the word “Subscribe” in the subject line.

READ the latest emergency management information
on the PCEMA blog at www.pcema.blogspot.com.

VISIT the PCEMA website at
www.co.pacific.wa.us/pcema for valuable
preparedness materials and to learn about
hazards prone to Pacific County.

Sign up for the Emergency
Notification System! Residents
can register cellphones on
PCEMA website. Use the QRL
code below to sign up using
your smart phone!
In the event of an emergency,
this system may be used by
emergency response personnel
to notify specific homes and
businesses at risk.

