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Siren Spotters 
Needed in North 

Cove 

AmeriCorps Hard at 
Work for PCEMA 

Upcoming Training 
Opportunities for 
CERT Members 

NWS Skywarn 
Spotter Training 

April 19th 

CERT Training Be-
gins April 25th in 

Raymond 

New CERT               
Members Trained in 

Naselle/Rosburg 

Spring Safety: Warm Weather 
Does Not Mean Warm Water! 

Even when it’s 90 degrees, the water is still only  
40-50 degrees. Swimming in rivers and lakes  

could cause hypothermia. 
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 Spring has arrived in the Pacific Northwest, and 
along with it, the potential for all sorts of weather. Heavy 
rain and wind storms have already occurred this spring, 
along with a stretch of unseasonably warm weather. 
 When the sky is blue and it’s hot outside, many peo-

ple like to spend time near the water. Though it may feel 
like summer, it’s important to remember that rivers and 
lakes have not had a chance to heat up yet. Avoid swim-
ming in these cold waters! Hypothermia can occur even 
on a 90 degree day, and it can be deadly.  

Use Caution Near Water, Even on Hot Days! 

 PCEMA and the Wahkiakum County Department of Emergency Man-
agement collaborated to offer a Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) Training in the Naselle/Rosburg area in February. The newly 
trained CERT members include: (front row of photo from left to right) Kel-
sey Rae Hopstad, Taryn Pongrantz, Dana Hamp, (back row) Kim Sharp, 
Carrie Backman, Faith Pentilla, Chris Maddux and Nancy Cannon.  

National Weather Service Infographic 

New CERT Members from 
Pacific/Wahkiakum Training  
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CERT Training Begins 
April 25th in Raymond 

NWS Skywarn Spotter 
Training April 19th 

 The National Weather 
Service (NWS) Portland 
Office will be hosting a 
Spring 2016 Skywarn Spot-
ter Training on Tuesday, 
April 19th from 7:00 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. at the Board of 
County Commissioners’ 
Meeting Room in South 
Bend (1216 W Robert Bush 
Drive, South Bend).  
 The NWS Spotter Program is a network of volun-
teers trained in identifying irregular weather events. 
These volunteers call-in to report abnormal weather con-
ditions where they live.  
 The training will cover: cloud identification, gauging 
rainfall, measuring hailstones, types of severe wind, rat-
ing snowfall, NWS weather terminology, and criteria for 
calling in a report.  
 This is a free training open to the public. Participants 
may want to bring a pen or pencil and a notepad if they 
wish to take notes.  

 PCEMA is offering a Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT) Training at the Grays Harbor Col-
lege Riverview Center in Raymond (600 Washington 
Avenue) in the evenings Monday, April 25th - Friday, 
29th, and during the day on Saturday, April 30th. Partic-
ipants under the age of 18 must have parent/guardian 
permission to attend. Pre-registration is required and 
attendance is limited to 20 participants. To register con-
tact PCEMA Deputy Director Scott McDougall at (360) 
875-9338 or email smcdougall@co.pacific.wa.us.  
 
Training is scheduled as follows: 
 Monday, April 25th 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., 
 Tuesday, April 26th 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., 
 Wednesday, April 27th 5:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m., 
 Thursday, April 28th 5:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m., 
 Friday, April 29th 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., 
 Saturday, April 30th 8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
 
 The CERT program is an all-risk, all-hazard training. 
This valuable course is designed to help you protect 
yourself, your family, and your neighbors in an emer-

gency situation. 
CERT members 
receive 20 hours 
of initial training 
provided free of 
charge. The 
course is taught 
with classroom 
instruction for the 

first three days and practical exercises during the last 
day.  

Photo above: Pacific County residents participate in a 
CERT training back in September. This class will give 
you the skills to support yourself and your friends and 
neighbors in a disaster until first responders can arrive.  

Calling All CERTs! 

Information from Key McMurray, PCEMA North Pacif-
ic County CERT Lead 
 There are several upcoming opportunities for exist-
ing CERT members to come refresh their skills or learn 
new skills. The first will be a presentation on Friday, 
April 29th about American Red Cross Disaster Re-
sponse training opportunities and resources. The presen-
tation will be at the Grays Harbor College Riverview 
Center in Raymond (600 Washington Avenue). The time 
is still to be determined.   
 CERT members are also welcome to participate in 
the Disaster Simulation for the next CERT class on Sat-
urday, April 30th. PCEMA AmeriCorps Member Jessica 
Rowlett has been helping to plan for this simulation, 
which is meant to also serve as a refresher for previously 
trained CERT members. See the story to the left for 
more information about this event.  
 There are also many training opportunities still being 
planned for the coming months. An American Red 
Cross Disaster Action Team (DAT) training will be 
held, as well as a Moulage Makeup Application training, 
and a Sheltering Training. 
 
For more information, contact PCEMA North Pacific 
County CERT Lead Volunteer Key McMurray at (360) 
562-5763  or key@keyenvironmentalsolutions.com 



 

 

 PCEMA Deputy Director Scott McDougall and PCEMA Ameri-
Corps Member Jessica Rowlett visited North Cove on Monday April 
4th to monitor and verify that the AHAB Sirens in the area activated 
properly as part of the monthly test that occurs on the first Monday of 
each month at or around noon.  
 Each month PCEMA has a network of volunteers that report on the 
status of each siren. At this time, PCEMA is seeking volunteers to mon-
itor sirens in the North Cove vicinity. If you are interested, please con-
tact Scott McDougall at smcdougall@co.pacific.wa.us. 
 There are 18 sirens placed at coastal locations throughout Pacific 
County. All 18 activated properly during the April 4th test. PCEMA 
and the Washington State Emergency Management Division (WA 
EMD) monitor these sirens through online silent testing and diagnostic 
programs on a daily basis. Siren maintenance is also an ongoing and 
nearly constant process. 
 Many people noticed on April 4th that four sirens on the Long 
Beach Peninsula activated “late”. The signal activating the sirens is sent 
at noon or as close to noon as possible and it is sent only once. Siren 
activation times depend on the total amount of satellite traffic as well as 
atmospheric conditions and can vary by a few minutes from point to 
point. 
 The question has been raised: does this shorten my time to respond 
in the case of an emergency? The answer to that question is no. In the 
event of a tsunami generated by a distant source the AHAB sirens will 
activate when the National Tsunami Warning Center issues a “tsunami 
warning” which is planned to provide three hours’ notice, an adequate 
time for community response. In the event of a Cascadia Subduction 
Zone event, do not depend on the AHAB sirens. The ground shaking 
should serve as your warning. 
 It is also important to remember that the AHAB sirens are simply 
one layer (an outdoor warning) in a tiered warning system that utilizes 
the Emergency Alert System, Wireless Emergency Alerts, the Pacific 
County Emergency Alert System and NOAA Emergency Alert Radios. 
PCEMA works to ensure that emergency notification is received by 
several means, recognizing that no system will ever be 100% effective. 
Nothing can replace personal responsibility and situational awareness. 
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AHAB Siren Update: North 
Cove Siren “Spotters” Needed  

The AmeriCorner  

 PCEMA welcomed AmeriCorps Service 
Member Jessica Rowlett to the team in 
September 2015 for a twelve month 
term. Jessica is work-
ing as part of a Dis-
aster Preparedness 
Public Education Out-
reach project.   
 Over the course of 
her term she will 
build and strengthen 
the local volunteer 
base by developing a strong public educa-
tion outreach program to enhance disas-
ter preparedness and response needs in 
Pacific County. 

By Jessica Rowlett, PCEMA AmeriCorps 
Member 
  
 I am now past the halfway mark in my 
yearlong AmeriCorps Service term. It's 
strange to look back on the past few 
months to recall all of the knowledge I 
have been able to soak in working at 
PCEMA.  
 PCEMA has given me so many great 
opportunities to grow into this position 
and it has paid off. I've been able to coor-
dinate multiple CERT classes, give disas-
ter preparedness presentations, and organ-
ize community tsunami awareness fo-
rums.  
 The recent Naselle/Wahkiakum CERT 
class was a success. PCEMA and Wah-
kiakum EMD were able to work together 
on a training that reached the people in 
the Naselle and Rosburg areas.  
 There is also another North County 
CERT training coming up at the end of 
April. I am helping to coordinate the Dis-
aster Simulation for this training, which 
will be larger than usual. Previously 
trained CERT members will be invited to 
join the simulation so that they can re-
fresh their skills and help the new CERTs 
learn the ropes.  
 The community tsunami awareness 
forums were also successful. PCEMA had 
good turnout in the four different loca-
tions throughout the county. Washington 
State DNR and Washington EMD had 
people come to give presentations and 
answer any questions people had. The 
presented a lot of useful information.  
 I look forward to my remaining weeks 
in AmeriCorps and hope I can cram a few 
more projects in before I leave! 

Photo above: North Cove on April 4th. PCEMA is seeking volunteers to 
serve as siren spotters for the monthly siren tests in the area.  
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PCEMA and PCEMA RACES make “Vital Con-
nection” with Military and State EOC  

 The second week of April celebrates Public Safety Telecommunicators, Call-Takers, and Dispatchers work as the 
first, first responders. They are the people who take the initial call for help and often find themselves behind the tele-
phone and radio, hearing a citizen describe one of the worst days of their life. They do this job day in and day out, 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year. They will be there helping Emergency Management in the event of a disaster or large scale 
emergency incident.  
 In Pacific County there is a 911 workstation co-located with the Emergency Operations Center where calls can be 
taken, radio messages transmitted and information relayed to the EOC staff. Working hand in hand with 911, the deci-
sions made by our elected officials and EOC staff will be based on up-to-date information and situational assessment, 
enhancing the decision making process regarding response and eventual recovery.   
  

To find out more about the life of a telecommunicator you can visit http://www.npstw.org/.    

 PCEMA exercised its ability to communicate with the 
military and with the Washington State Emergency Op-
eration Center (EOC) as a part of the “Vital Connection” 
exercise, held March 30th - April 2nd. Vital Connection 
was meant as a ramp up event to the Cascadia Rising 
Exercise which will take place June 7th-10th.  
 The Vital Connection exercise was an opportunity to 
test several layers of redundant communication that 
could be used in the case of a failure of traditional com-
munication modes, or worse, multiple failures in com-
munication methods following a disaster. PCEMA uti-
lized amateur radio to make contact 
for this exercise.  
 Pacific County has a robust and 
very dedicated group of amateur radio 
operators. Many of these operators are 
Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Ser-
vice (RACES) volunteers who work to 
maintain communications both within 
the county and outside the county as 
well.  
 Several Pacific County RACES 
volunteers were active for all three days of the exercise, 
operating on multiple frequencies and modes from the 
South Bend and Long Beach EOCs, as well as remote 
locations throughout the county.  
 Results from this portion of the exercise were better 
in some areas of the county than in others, however, 
communication was established and overall the results of 
these tests were excellent. Results were particularly good 
on the 60-meter band.  
 “As part of our ramp-up to ‘Cascadia Rising 2016’ 
occurring in June, we have identified 60 meters as the 
most appropriate place for civil authorities to interface 
with our federal partners,” said Western Washington 
Section Manager Monte Simpson, who is also Washing-
ton’s State RACES Officer.  

 “Through discussion it was determined that because 
the federal government has the primary use of the 60 
meter frequencies and Amateur Radio has secondary use, 
this is the perfect place for city, county, state, tribal, and 
federal entities to have interoperability,” Simpson added. 
 In addition, the Washington State Emergency Man-
agement Division (WA EMD) operates a statewide, very 
high frequency (VHF) low-band radio system, as the 
primary backup communication link between the state 
EOC and local EOC's throughout the state. It also serves 
as a link to other agencies such as the state departments 

of Ecology and Health, the UW Seis-
mology Lab, and Harborview Medical 
Center. This Comprehensive Emergen-
cy Management Network (CEMNET) 
was tested from the South Bend EOC 
for the first two days of the exercise 
with very good results. 
 Finally, PCEMA was able to exer-
cise its satellite phone capability. Satel-
lite phones were initially tested in Pa-
cific County in 2005-06. At that time, 

it was determined that due to satellite coverage con-
straints these phones were not a viable means of commu-
nication.  Now ten years later, satellite coverage has 
been greatly improved, and PCEMA re-activated satel-
lite phone service as another level of redundant commu-
nication. As part of the exercise, PCEMA tested its abil-
ity to complete satellite phone calls from various areas 
around the county. It was determined that satellite ser-
vice was outstanding and the call clarity was as good as 
a wireline phone. 
 This exercise served to highlight the fact that PCE-
MA is prepared to communicate inside and outside of 
Pacific County with many redundant layers to our com-
munication system.  

Communication was 
established and overall 

the results of these 
tests were excellent. 

911 Telecommunicators Week  
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Pacific County 
HMP Approved 

by FEMA 

 Over the past 18 months, PCEMA 
has been working with BOLDplan-
ning, the Washington State Emergen-
cy Management Division, and 26 
stakeholder agencies to revise the 
Pacific County Hazard Mitigation 
Plan (HMP). Late in March PCEMA 
was notified that the plan has been 
“approved pending adoption” by the 
individual stakeholder agencies. 
 The HMP was originally created 
in 2010, and serves to identify spe-
cific hazards faced throughout the 
county. It prioritizes actions and 
plans designed to mitigate those haz-
ards. By participating in the plan, 
individual entities (the county, the 
cities, special purpose districts) be-
come eligible to apply for and re-
ceive Hazard Mitigation grant mon-
ies that periodically become availa-
ble to mitigate hazards and reduce 
potential damage to people and prop-
erty. 
 In the original HMP there were 
19 stakeholders participating. In the 
new HMP, 26 stakeholders partici-
pated to ensure that the plan will be 
as complete and comprehensive as 
possible. In addition to all of the 
stakeholders who participated this 
time around, PCEMA and 
BOLDplanning conducted an exten-
sive series of public meetings de-
signed to inform county residents 
about the planning process and to 
provide an opportunity for public 
input into the plan. 
 Now that the HMP has received 
this initial approval it will be up to 
the stakeholders to formally adopt it. 
Once this has been accomplished, the 
plan will be sent back to FEMA for 
final approval. The HMP will then be 
in place for five years before the next 
revision is due. 
 If you are interested in more in-
formation about the plan, please con-
tact Deputy Director Scott McDou-
gall (360) 875 or 642-9338 or at 
smcdougall@co.pacific.wa.us.  

Stormy Weather Welcomes 
Spring 2016 

 On March 10th, the Washington and Oregon coasts experienced high 
winds as a storm system blew through. According to the National Weather 
Service (NWS), gusts up to 74 mph were recorded in Astoria. Minor wind 
damage was seen throughout Pacific County, in addition to high, debris-
filled area rivers.   

Logs and other debris clog the Chinook River at the junction of US 101 
and Stringtown Road between Ilwaco and Chinook.  

Photo contributed by Ryan Crater 

The wind had its way with a sturdy fence in Raymond.  
Photo contributed by Ashley Snodgrass 



 

 

VISIT the PCEMA website at  
www.co.pacific.wa.us/pcema for valuable  
preparedness materials and to learn about  

hazards prone to Pacific County. 

READ the latest emergency management information  
on the PCEMA blog at www.pcema.blogspot.com. 

RECEIVE the latest emergency management  
information, hazardous weather notices, and monthly  

newsletter by signing up for the PCEMA Weather 
Warning list.  Provide your name via email to PCEMA 
staff and include the word “Subscribe” as the subject. 

FOLLOW @PCEOCNews on Twitter  to get updates 
from the Pacific County EOC when it is activated. If 
you are not signed up for Twitter, you can receive the 

same information via text message.  
Just text “follow PCEOCNews” to 40404. 

LIKE the PCEMA Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/pcema to follow frequent  

emergency management and preparedness dialogue. 

P C E M A 
Contacts & Info. 

Pacific County Emergency Management Agency 

The Pacific County Amateur Radio Club meets every second Saturday of the month at Hunter’s Inn, Naselle - 9:00 a.m. 
All Hazards Alert Broadcast (AHAB) Sirens occur the first Monday of every month at noon. 

 
Sign Up for the Emergency 

Notification System! 
 
 
Residents can register cellphones 
on the PCEMA website. Use the 
QRL code below to sign up using 
your smart phone! 
  
In the event of an emergency, this 
system may be used by emergency 
response personnel to notify spe-
cific homes and businesses at risk.  

Emergency                      
Notification 

Office Locations: 
Long Beach: 7013 Sandridge Rd. 
South Bend: 300 Memorial Dr. 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Mail To: 
P.O. Box 27 

South Bend, WA 98586 

AmeriCorps Member 
Jessica Rowlett 

360-642/875-9300 x2548 
jrowlett@co.pacific.wa.us 

Deputy Director 
Scott McDougall 

360-642/875-9338 
smcdougall@co.pacific.wa.us 

Chief Deputy, 911 & Emergency 
Management 

Stephanie Fritts 
360-642/875-9340 

sfritts@co.pacific.wa.us 

Website 

www.co.pacific.wa.us./pcema 
Fax 

360-875-9342 

 

To view tsunami                    
inundation maps, visit:  

http://www.co.pacific.wa.us/
pcema/TsunamiEvac.htm 

Natasha Crater Publication 

http://www.co.pacific.wa.us/pcema
http://www.pcema.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/pcema

