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AHAB Sirens Get a Tune Up 
 A maintenance trip for AHAB sirens was con-

ducted  by the Washington State Emergency Man-

agement Division (WA EMD) on January 14th-18th. 

Narrow band radios were installed and tested in all 

Pacific County sirens and a live activation test was 

conducted from the Pacific County dispatch center 

with mixed results.  

 Though the tones were hard to hear and the voice 

audio was scratchy, a local activation from the dis-

patch center was successful. Further testing needs 

to be conducted and the installation of better anten-

nas may be needed to correct the audio issues. 

AHAB Sirens: 

 Can be activated via satellite from the 24/7 State Emergency 

Operations Center 

 Can be activated via radio by PCEMA 

 Have modular speakers with 360-degree coverage 

 Can provide voice and tone alerts 

 Can play digital voice messages, and the can be used as a pub-

lic address system 

 Have an intense blue light to alert the hearing impaired 

To learn more about WA EMD’s AHAB Siren System, check out: 
http://www.emd.wa.gov/hazards/prog_ahab.shtml 
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Highlights of  the Facebook 
Feed www.facebook.com/PCEMA 

 When an earthquake occurs in the Ring of Fire, Pacific 

County residents take note, and PCEMA’s Facebook page 

has reflected that. During recent events off the coasts of 

Japan and the Santa 

Cruz Islands, PCEMA 

provided updates and 

links, while residents 

added comments and 

shared the information 

with their friends. 46 

people shared this ini-

tial post: “A Mg 8.0 

earthquake just oc-

curred near the Santa 

Cruz Islands. The West 

Coast Alaska Tsunami 

Warning Center is analyzing the event for tsunamigenic 

potential. More to come.”            

 A later post with a NOAA tsunami propagation map had 

44 shares! Though most of these distant events do not di-

rectly impact Pacific County, joining the dialog on PCEMA’s 

Facebook page is a great way to open lines of communica-

tion which will help strengthen an integrated community 

response in the event that a distant event does threaten our 

coast.  

For more information contact  

PCEMA AmeriCorps Member Kirsten Harvill at     

kharvill@co.pacific.wa.us or 360-875/642-9409 

 On Martin Luther King Day, AmeriCorps members from 

across the nation participated in a National Day of Service. 

This year, PCEMA AmeriCorps members Kirsten Harvill 

and Lea Reuss (below) set up at Dennis Company locations 

in Pacific County to share the work they’ve done and to 

promote opportunities for service in Pacific County.  

The AmeriCorner 

This map was posted in real time 

on PCEMA’s Facebook page.  

NOAA Weather Radios: 

To learn more about the AmeriCorps program, check out:  

www.americorps.gov 

What they do and why you need one! 

 NOAA weather radios are a single source for compre-

hensive weather and emergency information because they 

work in conjunction with the Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC), Emergency Alert System (EAS), and 

federal, state, and county emergency management agen-

cies. These partnerships allow the NOAA weather radio to 

broadcast alerts and post-event information for all types of 

hazards: natural (earthquake, tsunami, storm), environ-

mental (chemical release, oil spill), and information for 

public safety (AMBER alerts) in addition to real-time 

weather reports and forecasts. The most desirable feature 

of the NOAA weather radio its alarm capability, which al-

lows the user to set the radio on 

silent standby, though it will 

still turn on automatically to 

issue warnings and alerts.                      

 A NOAA weather radio pro-

gram will be held on March 21st 

from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the 

Grays Harbor College Riverview 

Education Center in Raymond. 

These programs aim to educate the public about warnings 

and alerts that may be issued in Pacific County by the Na-

tional Weather Service. Program participants will learn 

important information about tsunami alerts and home pre-

paredness in a presentation by the WA State Emergency 

Management Division (WA EMD). Those who meet speci-

fied income levels will receive a NOAA weather radio at no 

cost. To obtain a radio, participants must fill out a brief 

form stating their contact information, household size, and 

annual income. All Pacific County residents are invited to 

attend, however radios are limited to the first fifty resi-

dents who meet the specified income levels. Radio program-

ming assistance will be provided on site by PCEMA ama-

teur radio volunteers and event staff. The program in spon-

sored by WA EMD and the National Tsunami Hazard Miti-

gation Program. Residents who already own a NOAA 

weather radio are also encouraged to attend for assistance 

with programming and for more information.  

1 person $32,150 

2 people $36,750 

3 people $41,350 

4 people $45,900 

5 people $49,600 

6 people $53,250 

7 people $56,950 

8 people $60,600 

Annual Household Income Limits Come Get a NOAA 

Weather Radio! 

 

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Grays Harbor College 

- 
Riverview Education Center 

600 Washington Avenue 

Raymond 
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Earthquakes, Bridges, and Coastal Isolation 

Tsunami Train-the-Trainer February 14th 
 PCEMA will be offering a free tsunami public education course on February 14th, at the 

Grays Harbor College Columbia Education Center (208 Advent Ave. S.E.) in Ilwaco. The 

course will begin at 1:00 p.m. and end at 4:30 p.m. Workbooks will be provided. Topics for 

the course include: near and far source tsunami events and scenarios, the Cascadia Sub-

duction Zone, tsunami modeling, inundation mapping in Washington State, local vulnera-

bilities, emergency management systems, tsunami response, how to reduce risks, and com-

munity training. 

 The Train-the-Trainer program aims to develop an educational curriculum to train qual-

ified tsunami public education instructors. It is a joint effort of the National Tsunami Haz-

ard Mitigation Program and the Washington State Emergency Management Division (WA 

EMD), and has been organized locally by PCEMA. Participants will gain skills and 

knowledge regarding: local hazards, risk reduction, tsunami response, and community as-

sessment. The goal of this course is to better prepare the citizens and communities of Pacif-

ic County by developing and coordinating disaster preparedness public education pro-

grams. 

 Participants must register by contacting AmeriCorps Member Kirsten Harvill. 

 Ilwaco City Councilman Jon Chambreau 

recently contacted the Washington State De-

partment of Transportation (WSDOT) to find 

out about recovery plans for state roads follow-

ing a Cascadia Subduction Zone event. He in-

quired about estimated timelines for reestab-

lishing the I-5 corridor and routes to the coast 

like Highway 101.  

 During his research on the subject, Council-

man Chambreau learned that Oregon’s Depart-

ment of Transportation (ODOT) anticipates it 

will take three to six months to restore routes 

from I-5 to the coast. Washington’s geography 

presents different challenges. WSDOT’s re-

sponse to Councilman Chambreau’s inquiry 

stated that “just a best guess is up to 12-18 

months to restore service if bridges could be 

repaired.  If one or more of the major bridges 

need to be replaced then it would be longer and 

that depends where in the priority of restora-

tion it would fall.”  

 Bridges are one of the largest variables, and 

there are many to cross before reaching the 

Washington coast. According to WSDOT, there 

are three major bridges on SR4 which have not 

been seismically retrofitted, though they are on 

the list. There are 18 additional bridges on highways to the coast that could potentially sustain damage and none of them 

are on the seismic retrofit list. Pacific County has over 50 bridges between county roads and state highways.  

 WSDOT efforts to seismically retrofit roads and infrastructure began in 1991. Current efforts are part of a four phase 

plan, which includes shoring up very large critical structures, bridges, and piers. With a long list of bridge replacements, 

WSDOT has developed criteria to determine priority. Bridges retrofitted or replaced first will be in the highest ground mo-

tion areas, highest areas of population, and on corridors used to move freight out of major ports.  Without any major ports, 

and with a small population, Pacific County may not be the WSDOT’s highest priority despite being situated in an area 

forecast to experience intense ground motion during a large earthquake.  

To learn more about WSDOT’s Seismic Retrofit Program, check out:  

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Bridge/Reporting/SeismicRetrofitProgram.htm 

Peak Ground Acceleration Contours: Softer soils amplify an earthquake’s 

seismic waves. This map indicates what level of amplification can be ex-

pected based on the state’s geology. West of the Cascades, ground amplifi-

cation levels are anticipated to be highest. Pacific County is rated at 25, the 

second highest level on the map.  

Contact PCEMA Americorps  

Member Kirsten Harvill to register: 

kharvill@co.pacific.wa.us or 

360-875/642-9409 

1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Grays Harbor College - 
Columbia Education Center 

208 Advent Avenue SE 

Ilwaco 
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 Washington State Senate Bill 5000 proposed to provide 

legislation for markings on temporary towers. The bill was 

withdrawn by its sponsor, Senator Jim Honeyford of the 

15th District because he realized “that this bill is simply 

too broad and could have negative impacts to some radio 

operators.” Senate Bill 5000 was meant to address the po-

tential aviation hazards of temporary radio towers specifi-

cally as they relate to crop dusters.   

 Covering portions of Klickitat, Yakima, Skamania, and 

Benton counties, Senator Honey-

ford’s district has areas of large-

scale agriculture where crop dusting 

is common place and often essential 

to production. Senator Honeyford 

sponsored Senate Bill 5000 because 

“these towers, while valuable to 

many in our community, may also 

be dangerous to crop dusting pilots 

who fly at very low levels to apply 

crop protection chemicals and con-

trol spray drift.” Though it was widely acknowledged that 

some legislation may be necessary to ensure the safety of 

crop dusting pilots, Senate Bill 5000 proved too broad to 

cover all of Washington’s diverse regions. In an open letter 

to Senator Brian Hatfield (19th District), Pacific County 

Commissioner Frank Wolfe urged Hatfield to oppose the 

bill, which he felt “would place a heavy, unnecessary bur-

den on federally li-

censed Amateur radio 

operators,”  especially 

those in areas where 

crop-dusting is not 

common or simply 

does not occur.  

 Senator Honeyford 

considered opposition 

to the bill during leg-

islative hearings and 

listened to public con-

cern. For that reason 

he withdrew the bill 

for consideration this 

year and “will work 

during the interim to 

narrow the legislation 

in order to help keep 

our hardworking crop dusters as safe as possible.” He plans 

to incorporate suggestions he received this first time 

around, including: 

 

 Exempt towers within 50 feet of a building;  

 Exempt towers that are in the vicinity of other towers, 

structures or trees of similar height;  

 Exempt towers that are listed on the Seattle Sectional 

Charts;   

 Exempt towers that are not in the vicinity of agricultur-

al land (though this approach may be difficult to draft). 

“Senate Bill 5000 

would place a 

heavy, unnecessary 

burden on federally 

licensed amateur 

radio operators.” 

Mary Atherton Completes  
CERT Instructor Training 

 On December 17th PCEMA volunteer and Pacific County 

CERT Club Secretary Mary Atherton attended a three day 

CERT Train-the-Trainer course in Olympia. CERT stands 

for Community Emergency Response Team. Mary is now 

qualified to teach CERT trainings and is looking forward to 

the opportunity. Mary served as a training coordinator dur-

ing her 30 year career with the IRS and conducted Train-

the-Trainer classes for IRS instructors so the experience 

felt familiar to her. She also has experience giving prepar-

edness talks at events for PCEMA and is active in the Pa-

cific County CERT program.  

 Mary was in good company at CERT Train-the-Trainer, 

other attendants included firefighters and emergency per-

sonnel from across the state of Washington. Mary found it 

interesting “to hear how various organizations used or 

planned to use CERT training in their local areas saying, 

“it was a good resource to connect with the folks attending 

the training.” 

  The focus of the training was on clear and effective 

presentation of the CERT curriculum. Students were given 

topics to teach in pairs and they gave two presentations to 

their assigned breakout groups. The practice presentations 

included lecture and group exercises. Mary had three emer-

gency preparedness packs in her car and was able to use 

some of these items in her presentations. Overall, she felt 

that the experience was worthwhile and looks forward to 

teaching here in Pacific County.  

To learn more about CERT check out: 

www.citizencorps.gov/cert 
 

Interested in participating in the next CERT training?    

Contact PCEMA AmeriCorps member Kirsten Harvill: 

kharvill@co.pacific.wa.us or 360-875/642-9409 

Mary Atherton represented the Pacific County CERT Club at 

PCEMA’s 2012 North Pacific County Preparedness Fair. 

Huge impacts to amateur radio are avoided 
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Hosted by the                                                 

Timberland Regional Library  

March 13th - Naselle, 6:00 p.m. 

 

March 20th - South Bend, 5:30 p.m. 

 

March 23th - Ocean Park, 12:00 p.m. 

 

March 26th - Raymond, 6:00 p.m. 

 

March 30th - Ilwaco, 11:00 a.m.  

PCEMA Presents 

Tsunami Education 

Tsunamis: how they work, what they 

do, and what we need to do before, 

during, and after one.  

 Join PCEMA at one of five Timberland Regional Li-

brary branches for an informative tsunami presentation. 

Topics discussed include: tsunami science, the emergency 

alert system, historic tsunami events, and local prepara-

tion, response, and recovery.  

 AmeriCorps Member Lea Reuss, in coordination with 

PCEMA and the City of Long Beach, is recruiting volunteers 

in an on-going effort to assist in cleaning Pacific County 

beaches of tsunami and other marine debris. Lea can be con-

tacted at Long Beach City Hall, 115 Bolstad West, Long 

Beach, WA 98631. Garbage bags and maps of Pacific County 

beaches along with guidelines regarding different types of 

debris are available for volunteer use.       

 The tsunami that hit Japan in March of 2011 began to 

deposit debris on the shores of North America in early 2012, 

but debris has been 

inundating the coast-

line for years. From 

residents to visitors, 

everyone who is will-

ing to help is welcome.

 Even if you are un-

sure about volunteering, residents and visitors are welcome 

to drop by city hall to ask questions about the clean up or the 

tsunami. Lea is also available to speak to civic or non-profit 

organizations about tsunami debris and how to volunteer. 

For more information about volunteering or to schedule  

weekend dates in advance, contact Lea Reuss: 

lreuss@co.pacific.wa.us or 360-642-4482 
Or drop by Long Beach City Hall, M-F : 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

115 Bolstad West, Long Beach 

 

 

To learn more about tsunami marine debris visit: 

http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/tsunamidebris/ 

NASA Shares Satellite Images of  Natural Disaster 

To see more from NASA’s Earth Observatory visit: 

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/NaturalHazards 

December 15th, 2006 (left): An im-

age of one of the strongest storms to 

hit Washington State in decades. 

A large weather system moves 

across Alaska (right). 

Volcanos erupt 

in the South 

Pacific (right). 

NASA Photos 
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P C E M A 
Pacific County Emergency Management Agency 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

AHAB Siren Test: First Monday of the month @ noon 

Tsunami Train-the-Trainer:  1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. on Feb 14th - Page 3 

NOAA Weather Radio Program: 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. on Mar 21st - Page 2 

TRL Tsunami Presentations: 5 dates/locations in March - Page 5 

Interested inVolunteering?  

 CONTACT: PCEMA AMERICORPS MEMBER KIRSTEN HARVILL 
kharvill@co.pacific.wa.us 

   (360) 875/642-9409 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Online & Social Media PCEMA Office 

Mail 
P.O. Box 101, South Bend, WA 98586 

 

drowlett@co.pacific.wa.us 

To join PCEMA’s Weather Warning List 

email Denise Rowlett:  

http://www.pcema.blogspot.com/ 

http://www.co.pacific.wa.us/pcema/ 

http://www.facebook.com/PCEMA 

  Text follow PCEOCNews to 40404 to 

“fast follow” on your mobile device. 
@PCEOCNews 

 

Sheriff’s Office on Twitter: 
@PCSOWA 

On Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/PCSOWA 

Director 

Stephanie Fritts 
360-875/642-9340 
sfritts@co.pacific.wa.us 

Deputy Director 

Denise Rowlett 
360-875/642-9338 
drowlett@co.pacific.wa.us 

Fax 
360-875-9342 

Kirsten Harvill 
360-875/642-9409 
kharvill@co.pacific.wa.us 

Lea Reuss 
360-642-4482 
lreuss@co.pacific.wa.us 

AmeriCorps Members 

South Bend 
300 Memorial Dr. 

Long Beach 
7013 Sandridge Rd. 

Physical Address 


